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PROCEEDINGS 



OF THE 



Virginia Historical Society 



Annual Meeting held December 18th, 1894. 



The annual meeting of the Virginia Historical Society was 
held Tuesday evening, December 18th, 1894, at the Society's 
building, 707 east Franklin street, Richmond, Va. There was 
a large attendance of members, and the audience also included 
a number of ladies and strangers. 

Mr. Joseph Bryan, President of the Society, called the meet- 
ing to order, and submitted the following report of the Executive 
Committee for the year 1894 : 

To the Members of the Virginia Historical Society : 

The Executive Committee of your Society have the honor 
to submit the following as their annual report for the past year. 
At the last annual report the membership of the Society con- 
sisted of life members, fifty; annual members, six hundred and 
two; total, six hundred and fifty-two. The present membership 
is life members, fifty-nine; annual members, six hundred and 
ninety-one; total, seven hundred and fifty. This number remains 
after omitting the names of all who have resigned, and those 
who have not paid their dues for two years, and also those who 
we have good reason to believe will not pay their dues this year. 
During the past year there were one hundred and eighty- 
seven additions to our membership. When it is recalled that 
two years ago our membership did not exceed two hundred and 
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fifty, the Society may well feel gratified by these evidences of its 
strength and progress. 

The Treasurer's report is as follows: 

On the 9th October, 1893, the balance on hand in the 

State Bank and certificates $1,951 09 

Received since for annual dues and books 3.473 68 

Endowment fund 235 00 

Interest on certificates paid 61 09 

For life members 500 00 

Total $6,820 86 

Paid out for printing and other expenses $2,602 84 

Salaries 1,632 00 

Insurance 52 50 

4,a87 34 

Balance 6th October, 1894 $i.933 5* 

as per report to the Executive Committee of that date, consisting of 

Balance in the State Bank of Virginia $ 33 52 

And 4fe certificates 1,900 00 

$r.933 52 



It will be seen that the balance on hand the 9th October this 
year is but $17-47 less than we had at the same period last year. 
This we may justly regard as a most favorable exhibit, in view 
of the general condition of our people. 

In our last report we made special reference to the aid which 
had been rendered by other States of the Union to their respec- 
tive Historical Societies, and expressed the opinion that a pro- 
pitious time had arrived for applying for State aid in our work. 

Such an application was made to our Legislature in session last 
winter, and a bill was prepared and presented to the proper com- 
mittee appropriating $2,000. This sum was cut down by the 
finance committee to $1,000, and for that amount the bill was 
approved, but it failed of its passage and was not even reached 
on the calendar. We shall renew this application at the next 
Legislature, but meantime, our reliance is on our own member- 
ship for the support of our work. 
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Library. 



The additions to the library for the eleven months ending De- 
cember ist, were three hundred and five volumes, including 
books and pamphlets. Many of these were special gifts from 
friends of the Society, or from the authors themselves. Partic- 
ular reference is gratefully made to the very valuable gift of the 
Board of World's Fair Managers of Virginia, who presented 
the Society with a large number of books by Virginia authors 
which formed a part of the collection exhibited in Chicago. 
This was a very notable addition to the collection of books relat- 
ing to Virginia, now in possession of the Society. Our Library 
Committee are specially anxious to increase this collection with a 
view of making it in time one of the most complete in the State. 
At present, reliance has to be placed on the generosity of friends 
of the Society to enlarge the collection, and it is hoped that all 
who are interested in the growth of the library will present to it 
such books relating to Virginia history as they are willing to 
give. The most important addition to our literary resources, as 
they are among the most valuable in the United States, were the 
two volumes of manuscript proceedings of the London Com- 
pany, and one volume of miscellaneous manuscript notes from 
the Colonial records, apparently compiled about 1740. It is 
possible that these are the notes mentioned by Stith in his pre- 
face as having been compiled under the direction of Sir John 
Randolph, and used by Stith in preparing his history of Virginia. 
These manuscripts were delivered to the Society by the heirs of 
the late Conway Robinson, in accordance with his express 
wishes, and were reserved by them Until now, only because the 
Society lacked a fire proof safe in which to deposit them. This 
safe — a commodious one, but quite too small for all the manu- 
script treasures of the Society — has been obtained, put in place, 
and contains the most valuable of our manuscripts. 

Publications. 

The publications of the Society for the past year have been 
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confined to its Quarterly Magazine. It is gratifying to know 
that this Magazine is held in high esteem by historical scholars 
generally. It is, perhaps, not too much to claim for it the second 
position among similar magazines issued in this country. There 
has been a growing demand for the back numbers of it from all 
parts of the United States. The Secretary printed and distri- 
buted a full list of all the publications of the Society, and in 
consequence the sates of such publications amounted, during 
last year, to about $266.60. The Publication Committee make 
an encouraging forecast of their work for the coming year. They 
say it is their intention to conform very strictly to the policy 
adopted for the Magazine in the beginning, and which has been 
the true explanation of the attention whifch it has attracted among 
American scholars, that is, to confine the matter appearing in it, 
as far as practicable, to the priceless original materials for Vir- 
ginian and American history which are now found in different 
receptacles, public and private, in this State and in England. 
Following upon this line it is proposed to continue, during the 
coming year, the publication of such matter as the Fitzhugh 
Letters, to be followed by the Byrd Letters, these being almost 
the only material in existence of this special personal character 
which throws light on the trade relations of this colony and the 
mother country in the seventeenth century, besides being valu- 
able from a genealogical point of view. The publication of the 
instructions to Governor Yeardley, in 1618, will, in the course of 
1895, be followed by the publication of the instructions given 
by the English Government to Harvey, Berkeley, Culpeper and 
Howard. It is proposed to continue the series of Grievances 
offered by the different counties of Virginia to the English Com- 
missioners after the close of the Bacon Insurrection, to be fol- 
lowed by the very valuable and interesting first report, never 
before printed, which these Commissioners made to their Gov- 
ernment as to the causes and events of the Insurrection. 

In the October, 1894, number of the Magazine the publication 
of the lists of Virginia soldiers engaged in the French and 
Indian Wars, under Colonel Washington, was finished, and in the 
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first number for 1895 there will be begun the publication of the 
Virginia officers and men in the Continental line, which it is pro- 
posed to leave no means unemployed to make exhaustive. 

It has been considered advisable to introduce a regular depart- 
ment of Genealogy into the Magazine, in which the history as 
well as the membership of the families treated will be given, and it 
has been suggested by the Editor of the Magazine that this de- 
partment shall be placed in charge of some genealogical expert 
of distinction, so as to assure the most careful and accurate 
results. 

The Abstracts of the Virginia Land Patents will be continued 
with full genealogical notes. These Abstracts and Notes are of 
special importance for the light which they throw upon the char- 
acter of the Emigration to Virginia from England in the Colonial 
age. Every effort will be made to maintain the value and inte- 
rest of the contributions to the Historical Notes and Review 
Department. 

Two years ago we had 4,494 volumes of the publications of 
the Virginia Historical Society, beginning with the Letters of 
Governor Nelson, published in 1874. These volumes at the cur- 
rent prices charged for them would be worth about $22,000.00, 
but at a valuation reduced more than half the Society should 
eventually receive not less than $10,000.00 for their investment 
in them. 

Since our last annual meeting, a complete catalogue of books, 
newspapers and pamphlets has been made and arranged alpha- 
betically according to the card system. Additional shelf room 
has been provided, which will be ample for several years. Your 
Executive Committee have also ordered appropriate albums for 
preserving photographs or drawings of portraits and other 
objects of antiquarian and historical interest. 

Ladies' Societies. 

As was reported at the last annual meeting, the Society had 
tendered the use of the rooms to the Association for the Preser- 
vation of Virginia Antiquities, to the Society of the Colonial 
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Dames of America, and to the Old Dominion Chapter of the 
Daughters of the American Revolution. These organizations 
have, from time to time, held their meetings in the rooms of the 
Historical Society, and we have been gratified by the interest 
that the ladies have taken in the objects of our Society and their 
appreciation of its usefulness, which they have practically illus- 
trated, not only by the presentation to the Society last year of 
$902.60 in cash, but they now offer to furnish the upper rooms 
of our building, and have made an appropriation for that pur- 
pose, which will be expended under the direction of a committee 
composed of representatives of those Societies and of this. 
They further offer us for our reading-rooms the leading periodi- 
cals and magazines of the day. 

Assistant-Librarian. 

For several months past your committee have caused the rooms 
of the Society to be kept open from 9 A. M. until 10:30 P. M. 
After 5 P. M., the rooms have been under the guardianship of Mrs. 
Sallie Nelson Robins, the Assistant-Librarian, whose work in as- 
sisting the Corresponding Secretary and Librarian about the cata- 
logue of our books and the publication of our Magazine, as well as 
in the performance of all duties as Assistant-Librarian, the Secre- 
tary and Librarian has specially recognized and acknowledged 
to have been most intelligent and efficient. The rooms have 
been visited by an increasing number of those interested in his- 
torical research, and many strangers make a point of finding 
their way to our building upon visiting the city. Some improve- 
ment has been made in lighting the apartments, and although 
their furniture is not luxurious, the rooms have been kept thor- 
oughly comfortable. A cordial acknowledgement should be 
made by the Society to its officers : Mr. Philip A. Bruce, Cor- 
responding Secretary and Librarian, and his assistant Mrs. Sallie 
Nelson Robins, to the Recording Secretary, D. C. Richardson, 
Esq., and to our Treasurer, R. T. Brooke, Esq., for their faith- 
ful work and zealous interest to which so much of the prosperity 
of the Society is due. 
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Necrology. 



Since our last meeting among the names which have by the 
hand of death been stricken from our roll are those of Dr. C. G. 
Barney, one of the oldest life members of the Society, whose 
services in preserving our library during the war were specially 
acknowledged in out last annual report. The Honorable R. C. 
Winthrop, of Boston, an honorary member, full of honors as of 
years — a cordial friend of Virginia — with the consciousness of 
having faithfully served his State in his day and generation, has 
departed as one " who wraps the drapery of his couch about him 
and lies down to pleasant dreams." A strong link between Mass- 
achusetts and Virginia has been broken which we may in vain 
look to see replaced. 

But upon our own circle has the great leveler laid his resistless 
hand, and loving a shining mark, he has stricken down in the 
perfection of his manhood, in the fullness of his usefulness, our 
associate on this committee, Frank H. McGuire. The untimely 
death of this "loyal and true-hearted" Virginian and zealous 
member of this Society has been lamented by many, but by none 
more than ourselves. 

Conclusion. 

Your committee are of the opinion that a great sphere of use- 
fulness lies before the Society ; that no argument is needed to 
convince even the most thoughtless of the value of experience 
as a teacher ; that history presents the experience of nations, and 
that it is as true now as it was in the days of Solomon, " That 
the thing that hath been is that which shall be, and that which is 
done is that which shall be done, and there is no. new thing 
under the sun"; that at no period of our history has it ever 
been more essential than now to hold fast to sound doctrine in 
the conduct of the affairs of State, and that as no new principle 
of government will be discovered, we have before us only the 
choice of those that have been tried ; that as a Society profess- 
ing to investigate especially the history of Virginia, we have a 
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field rich in material of greatest value for the instruction of both 
citizen and statesman; that in no territory of like area, in no 
lapse of time of the same length, in no population of equal num- 
bers, in no part of the world, or any period of its history will 
there be found as much to instruct and to elevate, to broaden 
philanthropy and intensify patriotism, to add modesty to pros- 
perity, and take humiliation and despair from defeat, and to 
make men strong and true and brave, as may be found in the 
history of the people of Virginia. 

Jos. Bryan. 
December 18th, 1894. 

Upon the conclusion of the reading of the report, the com- 
mittee appointed at the last meeting of the Executive Committee 
to draft resolutions of respect to the memory of Mr. Francis H. 
McGuire, a member of the Executive Committee, submitted the 
following: 

The Virginia Historical Society is called upon to mourn the death of 
Francis H. McGuire, a member of its Executive Committee, and his 
associates upon that Committee desire to commit to record a brief me- 
morial of his usefulness, and the sense of their personal bereavement 
in the loss of their highly esteemed co-official and friend. 

The religious, benevolent, educational, and professional organizations 
with which he was connected, have already, by appropriate action, 
borne testimony to the high esteem in which he was held and the fidel- 
ity with which he discharged his several trusts. 

In his relations with the members of this Committee he exhibited the 
same lovable yet manly qualities which endeared him to his associates 
in those other organizations, and that faithfulness in the discharge of 
of every duty which brought him merited distinction in all the walks 
of life. Industry and perseverance were among the most prominent 
features of his character. 

To purity of heart and a high sense of honor he added a courtesy of 
manner and forgetfulness of self which justly entitled him to the appel- 
lation of "Virginia Gentleman." He was sprung from a stock always 
in full sympathy with the institutions of the Commonwealth and the 
genius of her people. In their lives and fortunes they but mirrored 
the changes in her varied but ever glorious history. Thus connected 
by ties of blood and association, the work of this Society wag to him, 
indeed, a labor of love. To collect and preserve in authentic form the 
memorials which should declare, with unquestioned voice, the history 
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of Virginia; to bring to her people such knowledge of her past as 
would stimulate them to higher aspirations; all this he accounted patri- 
otic effort, worthy of his best endeavors. To this great work he lent 
his time and sympathy with unstinted energy. In his death the work 
of historical research and preservation has lost a valued ally, and this 
Society one of its foremost friends. 

The President appointed the following gentlemen as a com- 
mittee to report nominations of officers for the ensuing year : 
Messrs. Henry S. Hutzler, S. S. P. Patteson, Jackson Guy and 
Edward T. Crump. 

After conferring together they reported the names of the fol- 
lowing persons, and they were elected unanimously, Rev. Dr. 
Wm. T. Richardson being instructed to cast the vote of the 
Society: 

President, Joseph Bryan, Richmond, Va.; Vice-Presidents, J. 
L. M. Curry, Washington, D. C. ; Archer Anderson, Richmond, 
Va. ; William P. Palmer, M. D., Richmond, Va. ; Corresponding 
Secretary and Librarian, Philip A. Bruce, Richmond, Va.; Re- 
cording Secretary, D. C. Richardson, Richmond.Va. ; Treasurer, 
Robert T. Brooke, Richmond.Va. ; Executive Committee, Lyon 
G. Tyler, Williamsburg, Va. ; E. V. Valentine, Richmond, Va. ; 
C. V. Meredith, Richmond, Va.; B. W. Green, M. D., Richmond, 
Va. ; William G. Stanard, Richmond, Va.; B. B. Munford, Rich- 
mond, Va. ; R. H. Gaines, Richmond, Va. ; Colonel W. H. 
Palmer, Richmond, Va. ; Virginius Newton, Richmond, Va. ; 
R. L. Traylor, Richmond, Va. ; Professor Charles W. Kent, 
University of Virginia ; E. C. Venable, Petersburg, Va. 

Mr. R. H. Gaines, from the Committee on New Members, 
submitted the following for membership, and they were elected: 
G. Childers, Clarksville, Tenn.; John B. Atkinson, Earlington, 
Ky. ; Mrs. Selden S. Wright, San Francisco, Cal. ; John Lewis 
RoBarts, Hannibal, Mo.; Rev. C. E. Craik, Louisville, Ky.; 
Hampton Institute, Hampton, Va. ; W. W. Flournoy, Lake City, 
Fla. ; Tucker C. Eggleston and Mrs. Franklin Stearns, Rich- 
mond, Va. 

The business meeting having been concluded, President Bryan 
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stated that it had been expected that Judge W. W. Crump 
would make the annual address, but was prevented from doing 
so by illness. Professor Lyon G. Tyler, President of William 
and Mary College, had been called upon instead and had readily 
responded. 

Mr. Bryan then introduced Professor Tyler, who read a very 
interesting and valuable paper on " Elections in Colonial Vir- 
ginia." The paper was a strong presentation of the Democratic 
spirit that prevailed in the Colony. 

Rev. Dr. Richardson made a few remarks about suffrage in 
Virginia after the establishment of the Commonwealth, and after 
a vote of thanks to Professor Tyler, proposed by Mr. Henry S. 
Hutzler, the meeting adjourned. 
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